
 

Office of the Tax Manager   
Fort Collins, CO 80523-6003   
Phone: (970) 491-5509 
 
Re: Federal Tax Status   
Colorado State University   
EIN: 84-6000545   
 
To Whom It May Concern:   
 
Colorado State University (CSU) is a state governmental entity entrusted with a mission of teaching, 
research, and public service. As a state university, CSU is exempt from federal income tax but is subject 
to unrelated business income tax under IRC §511(a)(2)(B). 
 
CSU is also exempt from: 

• Backup withholding under IRC §3406(g)(1)(A). 
• Federal excise taxes, with Certificate of Registry # 84-730123K on file with the IRS, Ogden, Utah. 

 
CSU is not classified as a 501(c)(3) organization and does not possess a determination letter under that 
section. However, CSU qualifies as a governmental entity under IRC §170(c)(1), which allows it to receive 
tax-deductible charitable contributions. While such gifts are typically processed through the Colorado 
State University Foundation, funding received directly by CSU for public or charitable purposes complies 
with Treasury Regulation §53.4945-5(a)(4)(ii), enabling private foundations to provide support under 
these rules. 
 
The following documents substantiate CSU’s federal tax status: 

• IRS Form W-9 – Provides CSU’s taxpayer identification number (TIN) and certifies that CSU is not 
subject to backup withholding. 

• IRS Governmental Information Letter – Certifies CSU’s status as a tax-exempt U.S. 
governmental entity under IRS rules. 

 
For international tax matters, including tax treaty benefits and withholding exemptions, CSU’s IRS Form 
6166 (Certification of U.S. Tax Residency) is available upon request. Please email 
BFS_Tax_Accounting@Mail.ColoState.EDU for assistance. 
 



For sales tax matters, including exemption certificates and related resources, visit: 
https://busfin.colostate.edu/Depts/TaxSvcs.aspx. 
 
This letter confirms CSU’s tax-exempt status and eligibility to receive tax-deductible contributions. 
 
Colorado State University 
Business & Financial Services 
Tax Accounting Office 
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